
 

Wednesday 4 November 2020 
 

 

 

• On Monday, we celebrated the Feast of All Saints and All Souls. Father Pawel led us in a lovely school liturgy on 
Monday and reminded us to pray for our departed loved ones and to remember to ask them to pray for us. 

• Staffing 2021: One of our long serving and well-regarded teachers, Mrs Helen Martin won’t be with us in 2021. 
Helen is moving closer to her adult children in Queensland and is on leave next year. Helen has been Wellbeing 
Coordinator at OLSS over many years at different times and we are very grateful to her long and loving service, 
including as teacher in 1 Dolphins over the last three years. We wish Helen every success.  

• Mrs Leanne Harris’ contract finishes at the end of 2020 and we will also be farewelling Leanne who has done a 
wonderful job as teacher in Kinder Starfish with Mrs Laura Wales. We wish Leanne all the best.  

• We are also delighted to announce two new teachers, both of whom will be joining us from OLR Wyoming. Carly 
Forsberg will be joining our team, as well as Sharmane Arundale. We look forward to welcoming these highly 
recommended teachers for 2021.  

• Thank you to all those who supported the Book Fair last week. It was wonderful to witness the children engaged 
in viewing all the books on offer. While it was run differently this year due to Covid restrictions, it was a huge 
success with the school now being able to use the commission received for further resources for our students. 
Thank you to Mrs Hawton for all work in ensuring the Book Fair still took place. 

• Last week our Year 5 students attended an overnight leadership camp at Mangrove Mountain. It was a pleasure 
to spend time with these young leaders as they prepare to take the baton in 2021. Many thanks to the following 
Year 6 students: Ava, Molly, Isaac, Ronan, Jereme, Scarlett M, Meghan and Ollie L, for attending the evening 
session at the camp to share their knowledge and experiences of leadership with the Year 5 children. Of course, 
providing the students with such experiences doesn’t happen without much planning. Thank you to the Year 5 
teachers and all the staff who gave up their time to ensure the camp could go ahead.  

• On Thursday and Friday, Year 6 will be undertaking their “virtual Canberra excursion”. This represents an 
enormous amount of work as the students don’t just learn about, but engage with a range of guides and experts 
in real time. Well done to the Year 6 teachers on achieving this and good luck! 

• Here at Star of the Sea we encourage students to be responsible and wear their uniforms with pride and respect. 
We would like to thank all our parents who make sure their children arrive in the correct uniform. Unfortunately, 
we have noticed increasing numbers of children who are not adhering to the uniform policy. Our expectations 
around uniform extends to hairstyles and jewellery.  Please click here  to view OLSS school uniform policy. 

• New Skorts for girls: On the subject of uniforms, the new and long awaited skorts and matching blouses are 
now available from the uniform shop as an alternative to the girls’ school uniform dress. These have been a long 
time coming and originated from the P&F in 2019. The dresses are still an option for parents of girls if preferred.  

• Our P&F held their AGM last night and thanks to the parents who could join us. Congratulations to Adam Haines 
who will be continuing as President in 2020. Thanks also to our committee who will be published in full in next 
week’s newsletter, along with links to the various reports and minutes.  

• Tell Them From Me Survey (TTFM). In last week’s newsletter we sent information home about completing this 
survey. The survey will close Friday 13 November, and we urge all parents to complete the survey. Information 
collected by this survey is used for school planning and evaluation, while providing insight into what you have to 
say. This is an opportunity to have your voice heard – anonymously! The surveys are an important part of our 
whole school evaluation and planning process. As we value the role of parents and carers within our school 
community, we would greatly appreciate your feedback. The information you provide will be used to maintain our 
commitment to working together in partnership to further improve student learning and wellbeing at OLSS.  
Please click here to access the survey. 

God bless you and your families 

Robert Peers and Maria Kennedy 

https://www.olssdbb.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/School-Uniform-Policy.pdf
https://www.tellthemfromme.com/survey/splash/olss2020

