
 

Newsletter – 18 March 2020 
What’s new this week 

 

Don’t forget silver coins and 
wear green on Friday 20/3 

 
No student banking until  

Term 2 
 

Term 1 - Dates to remember 
Fri 20 March St Patrick’s Day class based 

Reconciliation Catch up Class at 3.30pm 

Wed 25 March First Reconciliation at 6.30pm 

Wed 1 April Year 2 Pirate Day – class based 

  

 Please click here to access school diary 
and obtain all upcoming dates 

 

 
 

Click here                           Click here             Click  here  

    

                                            

 
A note from our Principal, Mr Robert Peers: 
Dear Parents and Children 

Much has been written and circulated about the COVID-19 virus (Coronavirus) with the media 

saturated in its coverage. We will continue to update parents, but for now, we are pleased with how 

well the community and children have adapted. I read an excellent article about how parents may 

respond when talking to their children, endorsed by the Child Mind Institute. Please click here to 

access.  As we start to consider best practice and response as a school, including to what extent we 

discuss this in class, we will continue to keep parents informed. 

We are facing a number of questions from parents about school remaining open and whether 

leave is granted should students stay at home.  Please refer to the note that was sent home on 

Monday as this remains current at the moment.  When and if things change, I will let parents 

know straight away. 

School Tours and 2021 Kinder Enrolment Information – Next Tuesday Night  
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 situation, our planned School Tours and Enrolment Information 

evening, scheduled for 24 March needs to be scaled down. We are so disappointed as our 

experience and feedback each year is that this is a very positive experience for parents who are 

interested in finding out more about our school. I do ask our parents to spread the word if you or 

someone you know is considering enrolment at OLSS from next year in Kindergarten:  

There are three options for parents:  

  

1. If they are at an enquiry level only and not yet sure about whether they wish to apply, I can 

meet them on a school day at a time that is mutually convenient. At that appointment, senior 

students will provide a tour before we speak further, and I will be only too happy to answer 

your questions. Parents are asked to contact us the school via email or phone if that is the 

case.  

 

https://www.olssdbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/events/
https://www.facebook.com/ourladystaroftheseaschoolterrigal/
https://twitter.com/OlsosT?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.olssdbb.catholic.edu.au/
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/


2. If they are already committed and keen to attend on Tuesday 24 March, we will still run a 

limited number of school tours from 6-6.45pm. I will be present and able to explain the 

enrolment process to them, and hard copy applications will be available.   

 

3. If they are keen to progress directly towards an enrolment application, they should feel free. In 

applying directly, they will still get to meet me personally as part of that process. Applications 

are available in hard copy by contacting the school office, or via our website.  

 
Thanks parents, for your understanding as this is a key strategic step which has had to change 

dramatically. Please again I ask our parents to spread the word.  

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
We are now well into Parent-Teacher interviews with the evening of interviews scheduled for today. 

There is an overwhelming amount of evidence-based research that links student academic success 

to parent interest and engagement in their children’s learning. This is one small way to demonstrate 

this. Thank you to both parents and staff for the time and effort to ensure these provide appropriate 

feedback at this still relatively early time of year. 

Grandparents’ Day 
We have received an enormous amount of positive feedback from a number of grandparents who 

were here on Friday for the K-2 Grandparents’ morning. Some of the feedback really honed in on a 

very tangible atmosphere in our community in relation to schools of other grandchildren. I was very 

proud as principal to see our school in action so positively.  

I sincerely thank both the parent helpers and those who contributed to morning tea, car parking, along 

with our staff who were so accommodating.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P&F Welcome Picnic 
Meanwhile there was also a lovely atmosphere on Friday evening for our P&F ‘Welcome’ and 

‘Welcome Back’ Picnic. Although numbers were a little down on what was hoped (possibly due to the 

change of date), those who were there had a wonderful time. Our ‘Terrigal’s Got Talent’ performers 

did a wonderful job on stage to a very appreciative audience as part of the evening! 



 

My thanks to our very enthusiastic new social committee for all the work that went into the planning 

for the evening which was a wonderful example of our community in action. 

Japanese Teacher  
Sadly, our Japanese teacher, Mrs Kate Jackson, has had to tender her resignation. Although this is 

for personal reasons, her decision was difficult as in the short time Kate has been here, she has done 

a wonderful job with the children and has really enjoyed our school community.  Kate will finish at the 

end of term and we will farewell her appropriately then. In the meantime, we have commenced 

advertising for a new Japanese teacher to commence Term 2 and I will keep parents informed.  

Students Attending Private Tuition During the School Day 
Over the last number of weeks, we have noticed some parents withdrawing their children from 

attendance during the school day to attend private tutoring. After engaging in close discussions with 

personnel from the Catholic Schools Office, the school is not at liberty to grant leave for students to 

partake in tutoring.  The NSW Education Act and CSO attendance procedures are explicit in that 

leave cannot be granted for such purposes.  

At Our Lady Star of the Sea, Diocese of Broken Bay and Catholic Schools Office, we pride ourselves 

in our strong commitment to your child’s personal, academic, social and spiritual journey that enables 

them to achieve their full potential. Critical components of the curriculum and other key learning 

opportunities are strategically embedded into your child’s full school day. Should you wish to 

participate in private tuition, we require that this be conducted outside of school hours to allow your 

child to maximise the benefit of our quality school engagement opportunities. 

Whilst this practice is not encouraged from this point on, from the beginning of Term 2 no child will 

be granted leave to attend outside of school tutoring. We thank parents for your understanding. 

St Patrick’s Day (Belated) Green Mufti Friday 
As I know parents appreciate, we can no longer hold our belated assembly for St Patrick’s Day on 

Friday. We will however continue with a planned Green Mufti-Day and silver coin 

donation. The children will go out to the playground as a class to make Irish 

pictures with the silver coins and proceeds will go to Project Compassion. 

Although not quite the same, we’re pleased a bit of Irish fun and some 

important fundraising can still happen.  

God bless you and your families 

Robert Peers 
Principal 
 



News from School Office: 

School Office hours 
Please note the School Office is open Monday to Friday from 8.10am until 3.30pm. 

Sports News from Miss Molly: 
Broken Bay Swimming Trials 
Well done to Albert C and Taylah M who were swimmer of the meet runners up at the recent Broken 

Bay Swimming trials.   OLSS was also the overall highest placed school, finishing well ahead of St 

John Fisher, Tumbi.  Well done to our team swimmers on these fantastic results. 

Broken Bay Winter Sports 
Well done to our students who have been recently trialling for Broken 
Bay Winter Sports over the last weeks.  

Congratulations to Sammy H, Tahj H and Jacob H who were selected 
in the Broken Bay teams for the Polding trials in girls’ and boys’ soccer. 

Ruben B, Noah M and Oscar P will play for Broken Bay in AFL at the 
upcoming Polding trials. 

Well done to our students. 

Basketball 
Congratulations to 3 of our very talented Year 6 basketball players 

Amelie B, Josh G and Oli P who have been selected in the 2020 NSW 

Country Basketball Talented Athlete Program.   

The camp will be held in May/June and includes some of the best country basketball players in NSW. 

There were over 630 athletes who trialled across 7 different venues. We hope you enjoy this 

opportunity to meet other athletes and improve on your skill levels.  Well done!! 

 

Library News from Mrs Hawton: 
Congratulations to the following children for completing their OLSS Reading Challenge Awards: 

Bronze Award:  Noah A (1P), Charlie W (3S), Ariya G (3P), Matilda S (5P), Keeley P (5D), Ben 

W (5P), Preston R (5D), Jai R (5D) and Euan S (5D) 

JF Bronze Award:  Scarlett S (2P), Max P (2T) and Alessia O (2D) 

Silver Award:   Cooper W (KP), Charlie W (3S) and Ava D (6D) 

Author Award:  Michaela M (4S) and Matilda S (5P) 

 RUBY Award:  Emma J (5S) 

Scholastics Book Club  
There is still 1 order placed from Issue 1 that had no NAME or CLASS on it.  

If you child brought their order form into school but has not yet received their books, please see Mrs 

Gocher in the Library on Thursday or Friday morning. 

Issue 2 orders were placed last week and should be here by next week. 

Families can order either online using LOOP (Preferred) or by cash. NO CHEQUES PLEASE. If 
ordering and paying cash- send in the order form with the correct money placed in an envelope 
marked with your child’s name & class. Families can order together.  

 

 



Destiny our Library catalogue can be accessed online by clicking here. 

 

Click here to view our school subscription to World Book online 

username: olss 

password: olss 

 

The NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge has once 
again started for this year. Anyone who completed the 
challenge last year may now start filling their reading 
log online, using the same username and password 
from last year. 

 “Welcome to the NSW Premier's Reading Challenge  
The Challenge aims to encourage a love of reading for leisure 
and pleasure in students, and to enable them to experience 
quality literature. It is not a competition but a challenge to each 
student to read, to read more and to read more widely.”  From 
the PRC website. 
 
Please click here to access NSW Premier’s 
Reading Challenge.  

New Students please let me know if you would like to take part in this challenge so that I can 
organise your usernames and passwords. There are quite a large number of students that 
indicated their interest and should have their usernames and passwords very soon. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the PRC please come and see me, I’m only too happy to help- 
Mon afternoon is best. 

 

Happy reading!  

Hania Hawton  
Teacher Librarian 
 

General Information: 
Canteen News - We are Online! 
Please click here for more information on Flexischools.  

Please note Meal Deal closes Friday 3 April.  Please see below a copy of the Meal Deal Offers.  

The parent helpers are: 

FRIDAY 20 March 2020:  
8.30am-1.30pm    
8.30am-11.30am Sarah McArthur/Sam Rawling 
10.30am-2pm  Lynette Pearse 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 25 March 2020:  
8.30am-1.30pm    
8.30am-11.30am Dianne   
10.30am-2pm   

FRIDAY 27 March 2020:  
8.30am-1.30pm    
8.30am-11.30am Louisa Spinnato/Terhi Borg 
10.30am-2pm  Kathy Kennedy 
 
 
 

Prepaid Unlimited Ride Tickets 

 

 

http://destiny.dbb.org.au/
https://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Login?ed=wb
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/prc/home.html
https://www.olssdbb.catholic.edu.au/school-community/flexischools/


WEDNESDAY 1 April 2020:  
8.30am-1.30pm    
8.30am-11.30am Lisa McDonald  
10.30am-2pm   
 
Thank you 
Kerrie Clarke 
Canteen 

Parish News 
Please click here for Parish Website. 

Parish Office phone number 4367 4610. 

 

Reconciliation 2020 

 

Catch up Class after school on Friday 20 March. 

 

The Sacrament of Penance First Confession/Reconciliation will be on Wednesday 25 March 2020 at 
6.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Banking 
We have been advised by Commonwealth Bank that all school banking will temporarily cease 
and will recommence in Term 2.   

Second Hand Uniform Shop 
The second hand uniform shop is now contactable by sending an email direct to them 
olsosuniformshop@gmail.com with your request for second hand uniforms. 

Sustainable School Shop 
Please click here to access our 2nd hand uniforms on the Sustainable School Shop.  

Before and After School Care 
Please click here to get all the information about Before and After School Care. 

Early Learning Centre    
Please click here for ELC Website.   
ELC Phone Number:  4365 3222. 
  

Please click here to access our uniform shop 
Our Lady Star of the Sea Uniform Shop  

Opening Hours: 

Monday 2pm to 4pm 

Friday 8.15am to 10.15am 

For pricelists, opening hours and shop details, login/register online www.alintaapparel.com.au 

Alinta Apparel Pty Ltd Phone:  0437 133 032 Email:  starofthesea@alinta.com.au  

  

 

http://www.ourladystarsea.org.au/
mailto:olsosuniformshop@gmail.com
http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/
https://www.olssdbb.catholic.edu.au/school-community/before-and-after-school-care/
http://www.catholiccaredbb.org.au/childrens-services11/early-learning-centres/terrigal
https://www.olssdbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/school-uniforms-2/
http://www.alintaapparel.com.au/
mailto:starofthesea@alinta.com.au


 
 

Please order online at Flexischools closes 3.00pm Friday 3rd April 2020  

Easter Meal Deal Wednesday 8th April 2020 

 

Meal Deal 1 
Beef Burger with Cheese- Tomato Sauce or BBQ Sauce    

Chicken Burger with Lettuce Mayo  

- Chocolate milk    Strawberry milk     Juice    Water 

 

  Meal Deal 2 
Sausage on long roll + drink + small treat    Tomato Sauce   BBQ Sauce    

  Chocolate milk     Strawberry milk   Juice Water 

 

Meal Deal 3 
Salad on long roll + drink + small treat         

Chocolate milk     Strawberry milk   Juice Water 

 

Meal Deal 4 
Sushi +drink    Please choose 1 of sushi fillings  

Chicken Teriyaki Avocado– Tuna avocado -Avocado Cucumber 

 Fried Chicken Lettuce       

Chocolate milk     Strawberry milk   Juice Water 

 

Meal Deal 5  
Gluten free Nuggets (5) 

Chocolate milk -Strawberry milk -Juice Water 

ALL Meals are $6.00  

No other Canteen orders will be available on this day  
 


